JEWISH NATIONALISM

their own ideas and expressing their own cultural
values in an environment which was not only theirs,
but saturated by their history and galvanized by their
sentiment. Those who held this view saw in a
national homeland for the Jews the way of escape
from the repressions enforced by a non-Jewish en-
vironment. Palestine meant their spiritual liberation
even more than political security* They want to be
liberated from a spiritual burden and conflict.

The difficulties in the position of the Jews are, on
the surface at least, even as the nationalists say, but
the remedy they suggest may be worse than the
difficulties. Or it may even be no remedy at alL
The Jewish nationalists want to overcome the political
and spiritual difficulties of the Jews by normalizing
their group-life. As a group the Jews are now
anomalous. By being made into a nation, they
would be made normal. They would remain dis-
tinctive, but with a distinctiveness like that of other
peoples* Now they are unique; as a nation they
would be a group like others*

The Jewish nationalist movement has to be judged,
therefore, not only by its ideas> which have been dis-
cussed in an earlier chapter, but also by its aims.
Even though its ideology be wrong, its aims may be
practically valuable. But immediate value is not